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“Reason to Repent”      Text – Romans 2:4               OT Reading – Psalm 103

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
We live in a Fallen world where there is and will be serious sin.  The devil is real, sin is real, and the consequences of sin are real – real hurt, real anguish, and real brokenness.  
And the only way to properly deal with sin is to confess that sin as sin against the Lord, first and foremost, and against whomever else we may have sinned against.

More powerful than all of that, however, is the Lord’s forgiving grace – grace that cleanses, grace that renews, grace that repairs, grace that transforms, grace that heals, grace that paves the way for new beginnings.
In fact, even though there are many words that we might use to describe God’s glorious throne in heaven, He describes at as the throne of (What?)  Grace – the throne of grace.  

And such is God’s desire to drench us with His grace, it says in Hebrews 4:16, “Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”
And our time of need is when we come before the Lord to repent of our sins.
Well, it is that matter of repentance that we want to consider today.  And we do so as we consider Romans 2:4.  
And what is immediately striking about this verse is the connection that Paul makes between repentance and God’s kindness.  
For when you think about what might motivate someone to repent, most of us would probably think the threat of punishment or punishment itself, wouldn’t we?  
After all, think of the Israel in the wilderness.  The people complain that there is no food and water.  So what does the Lord do?  Do you remember?  He sends a plague of snakes and many people die and then they repent.  
Or think of the Book of Judges.  Time and time again, the people worship idols.  So what does the Lord do?  He allows them to be afflicted by the Philistines or the Amorites or the Midianites and then they repent.  
But think about this also in relation to parenting.  Boys and girls, what is it that usually brings you to that point where you own up to a particular wrong-doing?  Isn’t it something like the threat that if the one who broke the remote control does not own up soon, there will be all kinds of trouble?
So, what is meant with this verse?  Why is it that God’s kindness should lead us to repentance?  

Well, to understand what is being said in this verse, we have to briefly consider the context of these verses.  And from there we shall spend a few moments meditating on God’s kindness, before we consider the goal of God’s kindness, and then, lastly, the right response to God’s kindness.
So firstly then, the context of v4.

1. Paul’s theme in Romans is the gospel of God’s grace – the righteousness of Jesus’ work on the cross that is received by faith alone.  But beginning at 1:18, Paul lays aside his main theme until 3:21 to make it clear that every single human being needs the gospel.  Each of us is born with a sinful nature that we inherit from our father, Adam, and then we add to our guilt by the sins we personally commit.  
a. And Paul was writing to Jews who viewed the people of the world in two groups – Jews and non-Jews or Gentiles.  And so, in 1:18-32 he shows why every Gentile is a guilty sinner who needs the righteousness of Jesus, and beginning in ch. 2, he shows why every Jew is also a guilty sinner who needs the righteousness of Jesus.  
i. And very simply, the proof is that both Gentile and Jew do things that are wrong – they sin – everyone does evil.
A. In the case of Gentiles, Romans 2:7 tells us that God has written the requirements of His law on the hearts of all people.  We are born with an in-built sense of right and wrong.  But still, at times, we choose to do wrong.  And so, Gentiles are commandment breakers.  
B. And while the Jews were given the commandments of God in written form, in the OT, did that make them perfectly obedient?  No it didn’t.  They also are commandment breakers.  
C. And while the Jews thought of themselves as better than the Gentiles, Paul wants them to see here that having the written law actually made them even more guilty in God’s eyes.  
1) For when the Jew sinned, he did so as one who had God’s expectations written down in black and white.  And He sinned knowing how God had blessed and protected and rescued Israel.  He sinned within the special relationship that God had established with the Jewish people.
b. And it is this special relationship, which has at its heart God’s law, that forms the basis of what Paul says in v4.  And he says it in the form of a question: “Or do you show contempt for the riches of His kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God's kindness leads you toward repentance?”

i. Now, when we use the word “or,” we usually use it in the sense of this OR that?  But that is not how Paul is using it here.  Instead, it introduces a rhetorical question that draws out a false assumption that would cause the Jews to object to what Paul has just asked in v3.
A. In v3, you see, the question is, “Do you think you will escape God’s judgment?”
B. And the Jew’s immediate response to that question would be “Yes!  I will escape God’s judgment, because I am a Jew and look at how blessed I am!”
1) In other words, if I were doing something seriously wrong, then surely God would be punishing me.  But He is not!  So I am OK and have nothing to repent of!”
a) Do you see how he reasons?  I haven’t got leprosy and there are vegetables in the garden, so all is well!
C. And Paul’s response to this faulty logic, if we turn it into a statement, is: If you think this, “you show contempt for the riches of His kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God's kindness leads you toward repentance.”

And so, as we begin to think now about God’s kindness, let me ask you if you know what part of the Bible this description of God as kind and patient and tolerant would immediately call to mind in your average Jew?  Exodus 34:5-7.  It is a key Bible passage in terms of who God is, and how He relates to His people.  It is a worth memorizing passage!  It is a beautiful passage!  It is a Hallelujah passage!
Israel had just sinned against God by making the golden calf.  Do you remember that story boys and girls?  And Moses had begged the Lord not to destroy Israel for this wickedness and God had agreed.  
And then Moses asked to see God.  And the Lord said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the LORD, in your presence … But … you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live.”  
And so, “the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with [Moses] and proclaimed His name, the LORD.  And He passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, "The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.”
· And so, later in Numbers, Moses quotes these words in a prayer to God after Israel sins again.  
· The Levites pray these words after the exiles return to Jerusalem in Nehemiah 9.  
· The Psalmist recites them in Psalms 86, 145, and 103 as we read earlier..  
· And the prophets Joel, Jonah and Nahum quote them also.  
· They became the Jewish equivalent of our Apostles’ Creed – I believe that the Lord is “compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.”

And are they not the loveliest words a sinner can hear?  They are beautiful music and sweet-smelling perfume all rolled up into one.  They paint a picture of a God who is not just love and grace but layers and layers of love and grace that pile up into a mountain of mercy!
You know, one of the downsides of living in the southern suburbs of Chicago for three years was that it is not the most attractive place on earth.  And we were reminded of this a few weeks ago when we visited there again.  It is rather concrete and gritty and grey and unadorned.  You just don’t see the natural beauty that you see in a place like Christchurch – the Garden City.  
But then comes the snow.  And it doesn’t matter how dirty or broken the underneath is, with snow on top, it is beautiful!
Well, the Psalmist, in the midst of his sins, cried out to God, “Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.”  
And with those words He looked forward, in faith, to the blood of Jesus Christ that flowed on the cross.  You see, snow eventually melts exposing the filth underneath, again.  But the blood of Jesus is able to remove the stains of sin, completely.  
The Bible tells us many things about who God is and what His attributes or characteristic are.  But this description of God is repeated many times so we get the message – God is kindness and patience.  And dear friend, you have witnessed the reality of God’s kindness today.  Please do not think that the stains of your sin cannot be removed – anger, violence, lust, envy, greed, abuse, addiction; whatever it is, it can be covered by the blood of Jesus.  
In 1 John 1:8-9, God’s promise to you today is that “if [you] confess your sins, [God] is faithful and just and will forgive [you your] sins and purify [you] from all unrighteousness.”  Just tell Him what you have done and believe that Jesus died to forgive all your wrongs and you shall be saved.
For this, you see, is the goal of God’s kindness – repentance.
1. And this is very clear in this verse.  For while these Jews were misusing this truth, “God's kindness leads you toward repentance.”  Listen to how the same truth is expressed in 2 Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as some understand slowness.  He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”
a. And we see this as we think back to what I mentioned at the beginning of the sermon about the plague of snakes.  
i. For this was not the first time that the people of Israel had complained about a lack of food and water.  Already, a number of times, there had been complaints against the God who had rescued them, miraculously, from Egypt, through the Red Sea, and who had preserved their lives from Pharaoh and his army.  He has given them manna and quails.  He has caused water to pour out of rocks.  
A. And so, finally, when they complain again, they reveal that they assume that the kindness of God will continue regardless of what they do.  And this just serves to show that their earlier repentance from the sin of complaining was meaningless and insincere.
b. And the same is so with the time of the Judges and the prophets.  
i. Was it the discovery of one tiny idol in someone’s bottom drawer that led God to hand His people over to the Philistines or the Babylonians?  Or was it long periods of idolatry and immorality and refusing to listen to the repeated warnings of the prophets that were finally followed by judgment?  It was the latter, wasn’t it.  
c. And even when we think about the Gentile nations of the OT, who did not enjoy this special relationship with God, such as Sodom and Gomorrah, where we are told of them being directly destroyed by God or by His people at His command, the Bible is very clear; it was for what is described as a fullness of sin or a complete degeneracy or wholesale wickedness.  
i. Indeed, in the prophecy of Jonah we are specifically told about God giving a Gentile city like Nineveh time to repent.
2. The goal of God’s kindness is repentance.  
a. At times, among His people, and for very specific sins, there was instant judgment that taught His people very important lessons about His holiness.  
i. We think of Nadab and Abihu being consumed by the fire of the Lord for sinning as priests.  
ii. We think of Uzzah dying instantly when he mishandled the Ark of God.  
iii. We think of Annanias and Sapphira who died instantly as the lied to the Holy Spirit.  
b. But the typical picture of God that we consistently see in the Bible is not one of a God who sits there waiting for the slightest transgression so that He can immediately strike the sinner down, but one who shows patience, allowing the sinner time to repent.  
i. And while we may never ignore the holiness of God, how much we need His patience, yes?  
A. The goal of God’s kindness is repentance.  
But lastly then, we must also be sure about the right response to God’s kindness.
1. For having described Himself in Exodus as a God of abounding love and grace and slow to anger-ness, God continued, “Yet He does not leave the guilty unpunished; He punishes the children and their children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation.”
a. And this made the Jews that Paul wrote to guilty of at least two things.  
i. In the first place, they no longer saw themselves as sinners.  They believed they were faithful law-keepers.  That is why Paul describes them, in v5, as having an unrepentant heart.  
ii. But this was in part because of their second mistake, which was taking the kindness of God for granted.  For while God is a God of kindness, God is also a God of judgment.  
A. But they had come to view God as much too kind to punish them.   
B. And so, even while committing the worst of sins, they were repeating their creed, I believe that the Lord is “compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.”  
iii. And they thought this, in part, because life was good; no famine, good income, no enemies at the gate of Jerusalem… God is smiling on us.  So why does this pesky prophet keep harping on about Sabbath and needy widows and wrongful divorce and a few Baals here and there.  Ignore him people, the sun will still come up tomorrow!  After all, doesn’t the Good book say that God is “slow to anger”?
b. And each one of us simply has to ask ourselves today if there is even a hint of this attitude in our hearts?  For God’s kindness is intended to give us space in which to repent, not to give us an excuse for sinning.﻿
i. For some of you are guilty of doing exactly this in your unbelief.  
A. As you view the world, the sun rises, the sun sets; you get up, you work, you eat, you sleep; it’s all pointless; there is no God so I will live as I please; enjoy it while you can.  
B. But Judgment Day is coming.  Whether you believe in Him or not, you are abusing God’s kindness.  
C. And the message in the earthquakes and the tsunamis and the train crashes that are in the news every day is clear.  You can read about it in Luke 13, “Unless you repent, you too will all perish.”
ii. But you young people, also and especially, can make the mistake of seeing yourself as bulletproof or too young to have to get serious about all this stuff.  
A. But this is just another form of abusing God’s kindness.  
B. And for you, it is a thousand times worse than it is for the unbeliever, because you have known the kindness of God, explicitly.  You have heard it from your parents and in the pulpit since you could first walk and talk.  
1) On top of all of your other sins, you are rejecting the fatherly invitation of God to take hold of the promises made to you in your baptism and the responsibilities that belong to those who have been baptized. 
iii. And this warning comes to any of us who may be half-hearted in our devotion to the Lord, whether we be young or old.
A. There were two cities in Israel called Korazin and Bethsaida.  Both were full of Jews, God’s chosen people, who grew up with the OT.  And there were two Gentile cities nearby called Tyre and Sidon where the OT was not know and pagan gods ruled.  But Jesus said, “Woe to you, Korazin!  Woe to you, Bethsaida!  If the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.”  
1) Growing up this close to God’s grace in Jesus Christ makes you doubly responsible for what you do with it.  The message to you today then is that “unless you repent, you too will all perish.”
c. Is there, then, unconfessed sin in your life?  Are you stubbornly continuing to disobey Christ under the delusion that your circumstances are unique, or that God doesn’t seem that upset with you, or that your sin is not so bad, or that everyone else is doing it, or that its harmless, or that it feels so good, or that you have time to deal with it later…
i. Consider, for example, the sin of viewing pornography.  
ii. If this sin is yours,  God wants you to know that there is forgiveness even for this serious sin.  
A. But listen to 1 John 3 where it says, “No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has been born of God.”  
B. So here is the question you must answer: Do you love pornography enough to go to hell for it?  
1) And you can replace pornography with your ‘addiction’ or ‘character weakness’ or ‘habit’ or ‘attitude problem,’ which are just ‘nicer’ ways of describing sin.  Do you love ______________ enough to go to hell for it? 
d. And this warning is not too strong, because it is exactly what we read earlier in the service from 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, “Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.”
i. But it didn’t end there, did it!  For Paul continues, “And that is what some of you were.  But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.
This is the good news of the gospel, today.  Will it be good news for you today?  Is it good news for you today, again?
God is kind.  And His kindness leads toward repentance.  “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”  Amen.
